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Editorial

s 2011 approaches, we face a year of tremendous
change for professional dance in the UK. The
new coalition government, elected last May,
has implemented sweeping cuts to many publicly-funded
organisations in response to the current ecomonic crisis.
Although dance is not mentioned specifically, a press release
v from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport on October
2 20 announced that the arts community would not be exempt,
! as it was implementing a 15 per cent reduction to “key sporting
= and cultural assets”such as “museums and frontline arts
organisations”, whilst “focusing resources on the frontline services that the public value”
by cutting back on administration and waste. It was hoped, however, that a reformation
of the National Lottery would bring “an extra £50 million each to arts, sport and
heritage”. As we go to press, many in the arts, including those involved in dance, are in
the process of discovering exactly how the cuts will affect the day-to-day running of their
organisations, and there are bound to be casualties. Let’s hope, then, that the forthcoming
Christmas festivities will be merry, as it might not prove to be a happy New Year for
some involved in dance. Finally, to wish all our readers the very best for Christmas 2010,
we reproduce above the lovely cover published by Dancingtimes in December 1911.

JONATHAN GRAY
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