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With the general election approaching, the UK dance sector, under the
leadership of Dance UK, has launched an advocacy campaign titled
DanceVote 2010. The campaign challenges the hundreds of thousands of
dance enthusiasts and professionals across the UK, whatever their political
persuasion, to contact local candidates standing for election, tell them
about dance in their area and ask them to pledge their support for dance.
To find out more about the campaign, visit www.dancevote2010.com.

On page 14 of this issue of Dancing Times, Paul Arrowsmith looks at
how historic theatre designs are recreated and re-interpreted for the
modern stage, and on page 23 Zoé Anderson gives us her impressions of
the latest edition of the dance exhibition, MOVE IT. Also this month, on
page 93, we introduce Vadim Muntagirov, our Dancer of Month, who will
be leading the first night of English National Ballet's Swan Lake at the
Royal Albert Hall in June as well as reacquainting you, on page 41, with
Dianne Richards, a former principal dancer with London Festival Ballet.
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contributors

KENNETH OLUMUYIWA THARP has been chief executive of The Place since 2007. He
trained at The Place’s London Contemporary Dance School, and his 25-year performing career
included London Contemporary Dance Theatre (1981-1994) and Arc Dance Company (1994-2005).
He has also worked extensively as a choreographer, teacher and director. He is a visiting professor
at the University of Lincoln and on the Board of the Royal Opera House. He was awarded the OBE
in 2003, and was named in the 2010 Powerlist of Britain's 100 most influential black people.

PAUL ARROWSMITH is an alumnus of Bolton School and the
University of Kent, where he designed productions of works by Ibsen,
Sophocles and Shakespeare. The first ballet he saw, The Fountain of
Bakhchisarai performed by the Bolshoi in the Palace of Congresses
in the Kremlin, Moscow in 1975, created an indelible impression. A
career in international public relations has allowed opportunities to
witness dance performances in the US, South Africa, France, Italy and
Russia, from where he has contributed reviews for ballet.co. A former
development director. of Spitalfields Market Opera, he is currently a
director of Parrabbola, a community theatre production company.

GERALD DOWLER writes for the Financial Times and several dance publications and websites.
His articles have included appreciations of both Bronislava Nijinska and Antony Tudor and he has
interviewed and reviewed extensively for Dancing Times. He teaches at the City of London School.

PATRICIA LINTON joined The Royal Ballet in 1964 as a dancer, and went on to become
assistant ballet mistress and company teacher. In 1974 she joined The Royal Ballet Lower School
at White Lodge as a teacher, remaining there until 2001. She co-authored The Young Dancer with
Darcey Bussell and in 2003 set up Voices of British Ballet, an oral history archive. She teaches at
Central School of Ballet and guest teaches elsewhere.
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