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The sounds of Christmas

The origins of the Nine Lessons and Carols :
Our critics name their favourite recordings of 2013

Vaughan Williams's Christmas Fantasia: the best disc?
The Hilliard Ehsemble bid farewell at 40
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' JOURNEY COMES
TOACLOSE
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J5 BACH

‘Cantatas, Vol 55’

Soloists; Bach Collegium
Japan / Masaaki Suzuki
BIS BIS2031

“This final volume
highlights the maturing
sense of BCJ's growing
stature and confidence
to break free of

generic convention
towards ever greater
interpretative character.’
» REVIEW ON PAGE 90

LASSUS

Lagrime di San Pietro
Gallicantus /

Gabriel Crouch
Signum SIGCD339
‘Details are

tellingly lingered
over, repetitions
properly emphasised
and the score’s
illumination of

an inner drama
sensitively rendered.’
B REVIEW ON PAGE 94

MAHLER

Das Lied von der Erde
Sarah Connolly mez
Toby Spence {en London
Philharmonic Orchestra /
Yannick Nézet-Séguin
LPO LPOOQ?73

“What can there

be left to say about
Sarah Connolly,
whose performances
these days are pretty
much beyond praise?’
> REVIEW ON PAGE 94

gﬂ
VICTORIA
Tenebrae Responsories
Tenebrae / Nigel Short
Signum SIGCD344
‘Nigel Short and
Tenebrae have
produced a recording
that strips all

excess musical flesh
aside, exposing the
chilly bones of

these penitential
masterpieces.”

» REVIEW OM PAGE 97

DVD/Biu-ray
TCHAIKOVSKY
Eugene Onegin

Soloists; Chorus and
Orchestra of the Royal
OperaHouse/ Robin
Ticciati; Kasper Holten dir
Opus Arte 242 OA1120D;
52 OABDT132D

‘Hugely recommended
— ignore the off-the-
pace criticisms of our
national press.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE 102
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Reissue/Archive
‘FERNANDO GERMANI
AT SELBY ABBEY’
Organ Works

Fernando Germani org
Selby Abbey Organ Appeal
SACAOD1

THis tempi are, at times,
extremely rapid;
combined with the

rich brilliance of the
Hill organ, this makes
for thrilling listening.’

» REVIEW 0N PAGE 89
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