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May 2013

Informed by our unrivalled panel of critics,
we choose the month’s must-hear recordings

HAYDN
NOS 3, 4& 11

MARC-ANDRE

HAMELIN

HAYDN

Keyboard Concertos - HobXVIIl/3;

HobXVIII/4; HobXVIII/11
Marc-André Hamelin pf

Les Violons du Roy / Bernard Labadie

Hyperion CDA67925

R'S REVIEW 15 ON PAGE 68

BLOCH. BRIDGE.
HOUGH

Cello Works
Steven Isserlis vc
Deutsches SO / Hugh
Wolff; Tapiola Sinfonietta /
Gabor Takacs-Nagy

BIS BIS1992

‘Isserlis’s spellbinding
advocacy of

Bridge’s masterpiece

has acquired a

plangent intensity.’

>R [ PAGE 71
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CHANDOS

lutostawski

LUTOSEAWSKI
‘Orchestral Works, Vol 4
Michael Collins c/

Tasmin Little vn

BBC SO / Edward Gardner
Chandos CHSA5108
‘Gardner’s recording

of the First Symphony
with the BBC
Symphony Orchestra is
easily the best-played
version with the most
vivid sound.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE 75

MENDELSSOHN
Symphony No 2
Soloists; Consensus
Vocalis; Netherlands SO /
Jan Willem de Vriend
Challenge Classics CC72543
‘For a fresh, immediate
statement that compels
one’s attention from

start to finish, I cannot
imagine anyone being
disappointed by this

new release.”

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
Symphonies - No 5; No 8
Hallé Orchestra /

Sir Mark Elder

Hallé CDHLL7533

“The oratorical
percussion-topped
finale sends out mixed
messages (an equivocal
celebration?) and again
the balance of some

very varied textures
is spot-on.’

‘TINE’

Trumpet Works

Tine Thing Helseth tpt
Kathryn Stott pf

EMI 416471-2
‘Sommerfeldt’s
Divertimento shows
Helseth’s remarkable
range: she is as happy
with a soulful central
Larghetto as with

the dancing final
Allegro con brio.’

> REVIEW ON PAGE 91
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ERT
SCHUBERT
Piano Sonatas - No 16,
D845; No 21, D960
Maria Jodo Pires pf
DG 477 8107GH
‘The Portuguese
pianist produces
such a consistently
beautiful, mellow
sound that one is
liable to be seduced
by that single element
of her playing.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE 94

JSBACH
St John Passion
Soloists; Polyphony;
Orchestra of the Age
of Enlightenment /
Stephen Layton
Hyperion CDA67901/2
‘Layton’s reality is
about cultivating

the focus of each
sentiment with
supreme corporate
executancy.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE 100

‘ALLELUIA

Sacred Vocal Works
Julia Lezhneva sop

Il Giardino Armonico /
Giovanni Antonini

Decca 478 5242DH

“The 23-year-old

Julia Lezhneva

fields a voice of
bell-like purity, even
throughout its compass,
immaculately fluent

in coloratura.’

> REVIEW ON PAGE 104

| KAUFMANN

Iz

WAGNE

Opera Arias

Jonas Kaufmann ten
Deutsche Oper Berlin
Chorus and Orchestra /
Donald Runnicles

Decca 478 5189DH
‘Mighty tents are already
pitched on this summit
of early Wagnerian
arioso but Kaufmann
and Runnicles are up

there with them.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE M

DVD/Blu-ray

GLUCK

Iphigénie en Aulide
Chorus of Netherlands
Opera; Les Musiciens du
Louvre / Marc Minkowski
Pierre Audi dir

Opus Arte OA1099D;
OABD7115D

‘Véronique Gens’s
Iphigenia is

touching and
beautifully sung.’

» REVIEW OR PAGE 108
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Bartok Szigeti %

Reissue/Archive
BEETHOVEN. BARTOK.
DEBUSSY

Violin Works

Joseph Szigeti vn

Béla Bartok pf

Pristine Audio PACM084
‘Anyone who imagines
that the perfectionist
composer was

an analytical or
pointillist pianist

is in for a shock.’

» REVIEW ON PAGE 115
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