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OrLents

‘T'or me, opera should be like
food and drink. Its something
I couldn’t live without”

Shenyang

FRONT OF HOUSE

MAIN STAGE

5 EDITORIAL

China’s new operatic
horizons

6 FEEDBACK

Readers’ letters, emails
and online posts

8-12 NEWS & NOTES

New Linz Opera house

to open with Glass world
premiere | Renata Tebaldi
Competition restructures
awards | Peking Opera
announces UK tour |
Celebrating European Opera
Days 2013 | Letter from
Vancouver | and more...

IN THE WINGS

14 PHILANTHROPIST OF
THE MONTH

Sir Peter Moores, whose
Swansong Project marks the
end of 50 years of giving

16 COVER FEATURE
Opera is at the top of the
cultural agenda at Beijing’s
National Centre for the
Performing Arts, proving
that China’s 21st-century
growth isn’t all about the
economy. We visit Beijing
and talk to Chinese
bass-baritone Shenyang
about his burgeoning
international career

22 POSTCARD FROM...
Northern Italy — a region
steeped in opera since

its earliest stirrings, land
of Verdi and home to
some of Europe’s most
historic operatic venues

31-45 FESTIVAL FIESTA

From English country houses

to the edge of the New
Mexican desert, we offer
our pick of summer opera
festival highlights in 2013

48 LIFE WITH MY VOICE

Dmitry Hvorostovsky
celebrates the launch of his
new Russian Lieder album

52 OPERA BLUFF

Become an instant expert
on Strauss’s Salome

THE CRITICAL VIEW

MULTIMEDIA

56-65 LIVE REVIEWS
World premiere of Glass’s
The Perfect Ametican in
Madrid | ENO scores
hits with Medea and La

traviata | Jonas Kaufmann as

Parsifal at the Met | New
productions in Amsterdam,
London, Cardiff, Belfast
and Leeds | Shostakovich’s
Nose revived in Rome

66 NEW RELEASES
Opera on CD, DVD
and Blu-ray

BACK STAGE

70 TECHNOLOGY FOCUS

59 Productions — the
innovative team of ‘techno
illusionists’ who have
transformed the way
opera is staged, blurring
the distinctions between
reality and fantasy

18 SQUILLD

Michael White ponders
the psychology of
audience applause
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