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‘For me, the only point
in singing is if the music

feels very special and
I can do it justice.
Montserrat Caballé

MAIN STAGE

3 EDITORIAL

[t’s a competitive world

6 FEEDBACK

8-14 NEWS & NOTES

ENO's future threatened by
deficit | ROH announces
contemporary opera series |
UK opera companies rally

to retain orchestras | Helikon
Opera remembers Tikhon
Khrennikov | Looking
forward at La Fenice | Letter
from India | and more...

16 PREMIERE OF THE MONTH
Michel van der Aa’s
Sunken Garden

18 COVER FEATURE

Spanish soprano Montserrat
Caballé, who turns 80

this spring, looks back over

a spectacular career that

won her the nickname ‘La
Superba’, and talks about her
next globe-trotting tour

24 POSTCARD FROM...

The Baltics — a region rich
in operatic talent now being
recognised internationally

as it emerges from the
shadow of Soviet rule

30 NORTHERN NEIGHBOURS
Opera around the
Baltic Sea coastline

33 COMPETITION FOCUS

Dozens of vocal competitions
take place worldwide every
year‘and play an important
role in the search for new
operatic talent. We offer

our pick of competition
highlights in 2013

40 UNDER STUDY

UK courses for opera
lovers, from beginners to
the aspiring professional

42 HISPANIC HORIZONS
Christopher Webber
introduces Spain’s answer to
opera — the thriving lyric
theatre tradition of zarzuela

44 OPERA BLUFF

Become an instant expert
on Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte

47 INTERMEZZ0

Composer William Godfree
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Music Theatre Wales —
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pros and cons of funding
opera from the public purse
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